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Dena Levitr, Daily News
Chris Jones, the movie's steady-camara operator, follows actors Terrence Mann (James Good) and Liza Vann (Jo
AN Go0d) while Niming a scene in the woods behind the set house in Troup County.

Cast, crew work to get film’s message out

By Dena Levite et will go toward the pro-

Seaff Wrirer duction quality.
;imhm. - — fobe depurments, Tor Calm:
y iy ple, normally require sever-
‘Headphones cradle the al kers apiece. But here

director’s ears as he nods or i

shakes his head in response  1heY all are being handled by
to each image on the screen, 2N Woman: Kelly Brennan,
who is accustomed to work-

As he watches the scene

HBO feature films.
“It's different, but the ele-

menls are “she
%m‘ee ﬁ;il?:e%ﬂﬁl
this kind of a project, all of
us can pitch in.”

Edwards said each per-
son's belief in the project and

LaGrange.
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remember why we got into
the husiness in the first

place.
The story is about Ameri-
can prisoner of war James

being shot a halfl dozen oth-
ers il around the semicircu-
lar television area, which is
littered with water bottles
and packs of cigarettes.

But behind the simplicities,
executive producer Cheryl
Elliot says there has been air
of magic,

For the last two weeks a
small cast and crew has been
filming the Vietnam-inspired
movie *A Circle on the Cross”
in and around LaGrange.
Those involved with the film-
ing have done work on such
big pictures as “Remember
the Titans™ and “October

ing on larger movies and

brought

its nmni message has
im or her to

Good, who returns home to
his family in 1992 after 20
-It's not a true story, but
dwards said the plot is
hased on extensive research
into the war and what veter-
ans wenl th o survive.
He said the film has o uni-
versal message.
*“It's about human perse-
though I'm a prisoner, I'm in
control,” ™ he said.

When he returns home,
Good, played by Broadway
e
wile, Jo Ann, portra
Liza Vann, has married his
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Sky” and the Broadway play brother, while his son
“Cats." Chester, played by LaGrange he

“] cannot afford these peo- College graduate Ryan
ple,” executive producer : M is now a 20-yeur- NI
Steven Earl-Edwands said. ‘ % i old rebel, vt
. ‘t't-tﬁust uf“d crew mem- (A g . - pﬂ'l.’;lriz ezginft;msh:ncﬁn ﬁ
ers have forfeited their . v e and se n |
salaries so that all of the ™ Circie on the Cross’ director Stephen Maloney rehears-  their seats,” Edwards said. “lIt | Rep
film’s meager $75,000 budg- ©5 @ scene with lead actor Mann and executive producer visit
and actor Steven Earl-Edwards (Billy Good). i SeEMOVIE, mce2 | inG
N tom
2 . | = vole
Vietham Memorial prompted film’s title | ™
X
By Dena Levite nam War. He never had to serve, but  other Vietnam-era movies have caused Mant
Stayff Writer Fmvmﬂs Tﬂ?ﬂmmﬂ:;@ waanlgl::d veterans sethacks, she said, ning
White, all-capital lettering glimmers 1 cOmbal. Pointing to his commander’s  “It's almost as if the government cre- Ev
off its dark grnli'lire hankdrﬁpg,i {JvemIlm bracelet, which he always keeps on his  ated killing machines and never expect- | lke
58,229 names span the almost 20-year-  Wrist, Edwards said the movie's prem-  ed them to come back,” she said. et
old Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 15¢ I8 “very special. Of the more than 58,000 names on | wan
Washington, D.C., each name separat- Making the film has been a journey  the wall, 1,300 feature crosses. Elliott | “Ami
ed only by a small dot. for me,” he said. “I want to get this story  said through research she’s leamed that | 054
Diamonds around the names stand  ©Ul there.” many men with families al home tend- | hims
for those soldiers confirmed dead,  Vietnam was one of the most divisive  ed to fight cautiously in Vietnam and Th
crosses mark those missing in action  Wars in American history, so those  ended up losing their lives. A large por- learr
and a circle around a cross stands for  drafted to fight became very unpopu-  tion of survivors were soldiers who | paig
life, meaning a prisoner of war has a5 said Edwards, executive producer  expected to die and now are “livirg with popL
returned, seemingly from the dead. of the film. the nightmares of it." from
This lnst symbol is the origin of the “There's this dichotomy,” he said, When “A Circle on the Cross™ wasper- | thet
title of Thomas Cadwaleder Jones® play  “They didn't have a choice, Still, peo-  formed as a play at LaGrange College, Ex
“A Circle on the Cross,” which is being  ple got angry with these veterans when  Edwards said the Vietnam War was as be m
made into a feature film in LaGrange. they came back.” foreign to the studenis ns World War [ | Pani
The main character is an American pris-  The film aims to honor the menand — was to him. So he inseveralver. | Partl
oner of war trying to have n circle women who fought in Vietnam but, in  erans to speak with the cast and crew. piece
pluced around his cross, the process, not to cause them addi-  “Once they knew more, they were 'E,:

Steven Earl-Edwards, who pushed  tional pain because of its realism, said  touched ... erying.” he said. “They met
for the movie to be made, said he was  executive producer Cheryl Elliott. The  these veterans, and they couldn’t believe | PEAD
, hours away from fighting in the Viet- recent film *We Were Soldiers” and  it.” HB:
T === _ | Sinday . ... ... (ESEEEEEEEE—
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hits them so hard it makes
them think and rethink any
preconceived ideas they've
ever had.™

“A Circle on the Cross™ was
originally a play in New York
writien by mas Cad-
waleder Jones and
Edwnrds, who has been an
associate prolessor of drama
nl LaGrange College for the
last 10 years.

Two years ago Edwards
askod Jones, who had been

per-
formed the award-winning
phay six times in March 2001,

Edvwards then wanted bo lol-
low throsygh on a dream he'd
always had to expand the
story o film.

“It was an idea nurured in
ey hend that ‘you don't know
unbess you try,” = he sabd,

Jomes pd Echanads became
co-goreenwriters, whinling
down the seript from 116
pages 10 aboul T, They never

obmasider altering the plot line,

e visual Wiy,

“The structure of a play
repeats a ot ... with kots of dia-
logiue,” Edwards said, “But
wilh & movie you want o
allow the camera to tell the

contrimstions, [he project was
no bosigier just o pipe dream.

“Then i took on a life of its
owmn,” Edwards said. |

u:iginaill{. Edwards, who
plays James” hrother William,
winsi fo direct, but Irish direc-
tor Stephen Moloney stepped
SEoU
1o focus on pro-
ducing duties.

“It's @ read for him,®
Elliott said about Edwards,
whise nd i in the-
ater. “He has such o passion
for the story so he's able to
coyvey It th mcting and
have snmicone Interpret it
wisualkly

Lalirange has become a
gond base for the project
becawse of Edwards' connec-

to m'?nl '

takes, Maloney
ﬁ..mu...,;-m::

D Lavefta,’ Dindly Merws
Batween takes, Vann and Mann use mini-fans Lo cool off,

tion 1o the lown. The opening
scent, in which Good ks in
Vietnam, was shot on the
Elumprrry al Joey and Paula

ith, owners of Charlie
Jogeph's restaurants, and
another scend was to be
filmed inside The Idle Hour

recently v being
done ot a private residence
near West Point, which was
transformed Into the Good
T, Dcrwm o mochy, diivewiny
sits the Video Villnge, whire
production members can
walch the scene while it's
being filmed. Walkie talkics
Serve as communication
bridges betwoen crew mem-
bers while the netors ulie their
marks behind the residence.
Betweon rohearsing  the
reunion scene between James
and Jo Ann, Mann - in full
soldier’s uniform - holds upa
mini fan while Vann sprays
Insect repellent ono her begs
sticking out beneath a floral

Filming is expected o wrap
iy Rochary, Then poet-prodoction

winrh willl began, Using meconds
will

director’s cut - what Elliot
meferred toas o I'DL@‘]WJ’:IJI]
of how he emisions “A Circle
on the Cross.”™

Music will be added, sound
dubbed, and trunsitions and

pliment ¢
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pocing set during the fincedit  deck

: ﬂt premivre most Hkely
will be in March. The com-
leted movie will bo entered
n several film festivals aver
the next year with the hope of
securing a distributor for Hm-
ited theatrical relense.

For the filmmalknrs, the pay-
check wis never the goal. Gel-
ting the movie's message owt
[0 0 muny peagle is possible
‘wits much more impartant.

Eltiot sakd her involvement
with the: film is tied to her life
philosophy 1o do things that
are wiorthwhile,

“What you leave behind
matters,” she said

And she hopes the movie
leaves nudiences with a senee
aof trituste and honor
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